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SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND: REPORTED SOVIET INTEREST 
IN PARAMILITARIES 

1. CONSUL GENERAL BELPAST REPORTS THAT HE WAS APPROACHED 
BY "A LEADING UNIONIST POLITICIAN" WHO STATED THAT AN 
UNNAMED OFPICIAL FROM THE SOVIET EMBASSY, DUBLIN, HAD 
RECENTLY BEEN IN BET .FAST AND CALLED REPRESENTATIVES OP 
POLLOWING PARAMILITARY ORGANIZATIONS: ULSTER DEPENSE 
ASSOCIATION (UDA) AND BOTH THE PROVISIONAL AND OPFICIAL 
WINGS OF THE IRA. CONGEN’S SOURCE SAID THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION FROM UDA LEADER ANDY TYRIE 
AND THAT HE HAD ADVISED TYRIE TO "STRING HIM (THE SOVIET) 
ALONG". SOURCE WENT ON TO SAY THAT TYRIE FELT THE 
VISITOR WAS "LOOKING AROUND POR SOMETHING TO SUPPORT", 
AND THAT HE HAD ADVISED HMG OP TYRIE'S REPORT, BUT THAT 
"NO ACTION" HAD BEEN TAKEN. 

2. EMBASSY, OP COURSE, CANNOT EVALUATE ACCURACY OF THIS 
REPORT. INPORMATION, HOWEVER, HAS BEEN PASSED ON TO 
NORTHERN IRELAND OPPICE. 
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